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Render therefore unto Ceſar, the things which 
are Cafar's ; and unto God, the N that 
are God's. | 5 


U R Saviour ry no Oppor- 
d tunity to reprove, with much Free- 
dom and juſt Severity, the deep 
» Hypocriſy of the Scribes and Pha- 
Fiſees. The unclean Contents of f 
ole whited Sepulchres he expoſed, on all Occa- 
| fions, to public View: And tearing off their 
Maſk of Auſterity and Righteouſneſs, he laid. open = 
their Pride and Cruelty ; their Tnjuſtice and + 
Oppreſſion; their Subtilty and Malice; their = 
Ambition and Covetouſneſs, which lay conceal- 
ed under it from the Eyes of ſuperficial Ad- 
mirers. Such Liberty in a Perſon of Chriſt's 
Appearance, could not but diſpleaſe ſuch ſuper-. 
cilious Teachers, who (a) fitting in Moſes Seat, 
() truſted in themſelves, that they. were righteous 


(4) Mart, xxl " a Luke avi 9. 0 
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| ( 2 1 
all deſpiſed others. But their was ſomethi 
ſtill further, which had exaſperated, 4 all 
Power of Reconciliation, theſe. angry Spirit. 
8 In ſeveral other Parables, as well as that which | 
led to the Scripture now before us, Chriſt had 
given them plain Intimations, that as they had 
rejected the repeated Offers of the Goſpel, they 
ſhould themſelves be rejected from the Kingdom 
of God, and in their Rroom the penitent Gentil 
be admitted. This was giving a moſt mortify. 
ing Preference to the hated and deſpiſed 7 
Aliens from the Commonwealth of Iſrael, and 
= Strangers from the Covenant of Promiſe, over thele 
| boaſted Sons of Abraham : A Preference, which 
| their Pride could never pardon, nor their Malie 
WM | fuffer him who gave it, to live. Nothing lek 
© than Chriſt's Deſtruction could attone for Chriſt; 
5 9 Ofence. His Deſtruction therefore they labour. 
d Vith great Zeal and Application, and by eve- 
IF N Art to compaſs. They wiſhed indeed to 
muake him a public Example; and therefore (4) 
4 R fought to lay Hands on him; but they feared the | 
OO Malltithde, leſt they ſhould oppoſe any Violenc: 
| offered to his Perſon, becauſe they took him fir 1 
1 8 Prophet, and ſo deſiſted from that Deſign. As 
1 do a ſurer and ſafer Method, they have Recourſe 
do low and unmanly Cunning ; they attempt to 
latter him into his Ruin. And to their Bi 
our be it confeſſed, Flattery hath often ſucceed: 
( Epheſ. 1. 5 1 Matt. =, 46. 


el 


+43 


ed, where Force had been unavailing ; and 


many have fallen by the ſmooth Tongue of a 
ſecret Foe, whom the ſtrong Arm of an open 
Enemy had proved too weak to bring down- 
With this Intention therefore the Phariſees ſend 
to him their Diſciples, ( ſuch of them, no doubt, 


' who had made the beſt Improvements under 
ſuch able Maſters in the Art of Diſſimulation) 


together with the Herodians, Men entirely op- 
poſite in their political Principles to each other. 


They approach him with an affected Air of Re- 
ſpect, with an inſidious Compliment, and A 


Queſtion no leſs enſnaring, (e) Maſter, ſaid 
theſe deſigning Hypocrites, we know. that, thou 
art True, and teacbeſt the Way of God ruly,. nei- 


ther careſt for any Man, for thou regardeſt not the 8 
Perſon of Men. Tell us therefore, what thinkeſt 
thou? Is it lawful to give Tribute unto Czar, ar 


not? That is; Being convinced, that without 


regard either to the Favour or Diſpleaſure of 
0 Man; thou teacheſt in Simplicity and Truth, 


* how we may beſt promote the Honour of 


God, and recommend ourſelves moſt effectu- 


„ally to his Acceptance, . we humbly deſire 


thy Opinion on a Queſtion. of Conſequence, 
„that hath been much canvaſſed among us. 
„With that plainneſs therefore and Sincerity, 
thou haſt uſed on all other Occaſions, reſolve 5 


, whether we may without * God, 


Wo Matt, xxii. 16. 17. 


\ 


44) 


« from whom, 059 knoweſt, wie have received 


* our Religion and Laws, pay the Tribute im. 
'< poſed upon us by the Emperor of None, 2 
Stranger and Uncircumciſed.” This was the 
Queſtion: And a Penetration it required more 


than common to diſcern the Danger of a dired 
Anſwer to it, and an equal ſhare of Addreſs to 
avoid giving one. For had Chriſt reply*din the 
Negative, the Herodians were ready to accuſe 


him of Diſaffection to the Roman Government, 


to which themſelves were devoted: If he had 


anſwered in the Affirmative; then were the Pho. 
riſees as ready on their ſide, to expoſe him to 
the Reſentment of the People, as a Betrayer of 
their Liberties. But He, who knew their Hearts, 
and ſaw the Snare laid for him; having firſt 
with a becoming Indignation reprimanded their 
vile Hypocriſy and malicious Intent, demanded 
to ſee the Tribute Money. (V) 2 tempt ye me, 
ye Hypocrites, fhew me the Tribute Money. Which 
” Ihe they had done, and confeſſed whoſe Image 
and Superſcription it bore; he gave them an 
Anſwer, which at once filled them with Admi- 
ration at his Wiſdom, and covered them with 
Confuſion at their own unlooked for Difappoint- 
ment. Render rt unto Ceſar, WR: 


From this Occaſion of the Words, we are ed | 


to enquire” 


| ( Mart, PETER „ 
. Firſt, 


1 


A 1 11 * 


pit. Shane eng Sapidur bad no "_ View 
in them, than barely to avoid the Snare laid for 
him by the Phariſees : Or, whether they may 
not be conſidered as àa Leſſon of Advice to the 
Jews, to a quiet and peaceable Submiſſion to 
the Rulers ſet over them; being underſtood in 
this n Sen, they wa _ us to ray ol 
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Thirdly, the Perth Obligation, which 
xe of this Nation are under to this Duty. But, 


Firſt, whether | our Saviour had no other View 


in the Words of the Text, than barely to avoid . 
the Snare laid for 25 by the een +. gf 


11 beſides FY: particular Tendene of the Pha- f 
riſes Queſtion, the general Prejudices of the 
Jews at that time concerning Government be 
duly conſidered; the Anſwer to it will be found 
the propereſt that could be given, and worthy 
of him, (g) who was the Wiſdom of God. But 
that his only View in it was Self Preſervation, 
4s hardly conceivable.” For we always find him 
more ſolicitous for the Inſtr Rion of * 
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1 0 1 Cor i. * . 
85 CTConver- | 


(6) 


converſed with, than ſtudious of his own Safety, | 
which could be no farther endangered, than be 
pleaſed, Who was himſelf, (g) tbe Power of Gig 
The Malice of his Enemies was indeed great, 
but it was limited and altho' their Will Was at 
all Times ſtrongly diſpoſed. to deſtroy him, yet 
their Actions were under a ſuperior Direction. 
| His life. Was in his On Hands, not. theirs; nor 
could all the Powers of Darkneſs, and of this 
World combined together, take it ſrom him, 


without his own free Conſent. ( No Mar 


taketh it from me, but T lay it down of myſelf: | 
have, Poxer to lay it . down, and I baue Power tn 
take it again. It is true, he aſſumed human | 
Nature, and came into th: World on Purpoſe 
(ii) 10 give his Life a Ranſom fur many, and (i) u 
put away Sin by the Sacrifice of bimſelf. But the | 
Time when this Ranſom ſhould be paid; when 
this Sacrifice ſhould be' offered, depended not on 


: the Will of Man. It was not to be, till he had 


. 4 0 his Miniſtry, and 44% hoſe Things, tha 
were written by. the Prophets, concerning his 
Life and Death, were fully accompliſhed. If it 
had been otherwiſe, and he had been in all Re | 
ſpects concluded under the common Accidents, | 
to vhich the human Species are ſubject; his &- 
caping the Cruelty of Herod, ſoon after his Birth, | 
wd have been impoſſible : He muſt have fal- 


(8) 1 Cor. i 24. (4) Jok. x. 18. 0 Matt. xx, 28. 
9 Heb. ix, 26." a 
is en 


N — K» 


(3). 


Jen a Vim to the Jealouſy of chat mercileſs 
Tyrant, and therefore was preſerved by che im- 
mediate Inter poſition of Heaven. The Snares of 
Death, which in the Courſe of his Miniſry com- 
paſſed him round about, were ſo many and ſo 
various, and ſome of them ſo finely laid by Men 


deeply verſed in fudiea Wiles, that it ſeemed 


above the beſt improved human - Sagacity to 


detect and to avoid them: Much more above 
the Sagacity of any one armed, lite Cbriſt, with | 


Imocence only, becauſe fuch an one being in- 
clined to judge of others by bimſelf, becomes 


an eaſier Prey to artful and defigning Men. If the 
Poverty alſo and low Condition of Chriſt be 


| conſidered, (7) He not having where to lay bis 
Head, and conſequently not likely to have 
many Friends among the rich and the powerful ; 


| and at the ſame time the determined Counſel of 


the chief Prieſts and Rulers to deſtroy him, but 
ſtill without Effect; it is evident, that a ſupe- 


rior Pozwer was engaged in his Preſervation. 


In that noble and divine Diſcourſe of his at the 
Feaſt of T. abernacles, recorded by St. Jobn, 


he ſo fully laid open the Nature of the Goſpel, 5 
and ſhewed with ſuch Strength of Conviction, 


that poſitive Precepts were to give Place to thoſe 
of a moral Obligation, Rites and Ceremonies to 


Acts of Mercy and Beneficence, that n many 
of the People believed” on bim and fall, ehen 


Ou Matt. viii. 20. (a) Job vii. 31. 
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Chriſt. cometh, vill be do more Miracles thas 


theſe, which this Man hath done? But the 
Phariſees and Chief Prieſts dreading the Suc- 


ceſs of ſuch Doctrine, as depreciated the ritual 


Law in the Eſteem of the People. and ſenſible 
that in Proportion as the former prevailed, the 
latter muſt decline, and together with it rhei 
Intereſt and Authority, (u) ſent their Officers 10 
take him. Theſe went, no doubt, with full 


Reſolution to execute their Orders, and to 
bring him before the Council. And what was 
the Event? Why, they returned without bim, 
and inſtead of pleading any Fear of the Mulli- 


tude, honeſtly offered an Excuſe the moſt likely 
in the World to draw down on their own 


Heads the Weight of . that Diſpleaſure, which 


had been vowed againſt, Chriſt; never May 


ſpake like this Man. N OW, to, what can this 
extraordinary Conduct be aſcribed? Were 


theſe inferior Miniſters of Juſtice touched With. 
Pity and Compaſſion? | Alas! Men of this Em- 


| ployment are generally by the very Nature 


of it ſteeled againſt every tender Impreſſion of 


this Kind. Were they diverted from their 
Dury by bare Words? ? This is ſtill more in- 


addreſſed _ with all the Stronarls of Wn 


Eloquence and Perſuaſion, they, would. have 
(0) fopped, like the deaf Adder, their Ears, and 


0 Joh. vi. * Lean vn . 3 


bave 


(9) 
have refujed 10 bear the vice of the Charmer, 
bad be charmed never ſo wiſely. But the Truth 

zs, His Hour was not yet come; and conſequently 
they were not at Liberty to act. They per- 
ceived a Change and Alteration in the very 
Frame and Diſpoſition of their Minds, which 
they could . not account for ; and felt their 
Hands tied up by a Power irreſiſtible. 


The Evening after this, his Life was in 
ſuch extreme Danger, that an immediate ex- 
ertion of Divine Power was requiſite to ſave 
it. In a long Converſation he had with the 
| Jews in the Temple, they had called them- 
ſelves (5) the Seed of Abraham, and (ib. ) 
Abraham their Father. This Opportunity our 
Saviour took to compare their Behaviour 
with Abraham” $; and finding. it on the Com- 
pariſon very different, tells them, how little 
Reaſon they had to Glory in their Deſcent 
from that faithful Patriarch. W; 19.) If ye were 
Abraham's Children, ſays be, de would do the 
| Works of Abraham; but now ye feek to kill 
me, a Man that hath told you. the Truth, vo hich : 
1 bave heard ef Cod: This did not Abraham, 
Je deſpiſe and reject that Salvation, 1 am 
ſent to reveal to Mankind; 3 whereas 7 ib. ) your... 
Father Abraham rejoiced (or greatly. longed) 
to ſee my Day: be ſaw it and was glad. So 


(2) Joh. vin. 33. (i) 39. (i.) 40. (ib.) 5 
| Cc AE 


impoſſible aid this: DIR to KY Jeu, (p) thy | 
they ſaid unto him, Thou art not yet 2 Ter 
eld, and haſt | thou ſeen Abraham, who ling 
Two Thouſand: Years. ago. TO which e 
replied ; (ib. ) Verity, verily I ſay unto yon, hr 
Abraham was, Ian. Theſe laſt Words wer 
Blaſphemy in the Ears of the Jruis; becavk | 
he thereby declared himſelf to be the eter | 
Logos, or that divine Perſon, who had mat 
Himſelf known to Moſes; by this very Nan, | 
TAM. (ib.) Then they took up Stones to 0 
at him: But Teſts bid bnnſelf i. e. miraculbuſſ 
render'd himfelf inviſible, aud went out oft 
Temple, going thre the mid of then unpercei 
e : 


But when bi Hi” was come, 1 * | 
as came with it, and he Power of Darkne,. 
Their Malice had its full Effect, and to at. 
compliſh the Redemption of Mankind, the 
great End for which he came into the World, 
he patiently ſubmitted to it. He was. betrayed | 


|. by one of his on Diſciples, denied by ano- 


ther, forſaken by all. He ſubmitted to be 
like a Thief apprehended, and dragged be- 
fore an Heathen Tribunal; to be partially 
tried, and unjuſtly. condemned; to be buf⸗ 
bo | Fetred, ſcourged, ſpit upon; to be decked 


1 Joh. viii. 57- (%) 5. (a. 59. See Whith 
en: the Place, | : 
| "td 


"Ta 


vith mock-Majeſty ; to faint, under the Weight 
of bis own Croſs, and at laſt, between Slaves 
and Malefactors to be nailed to it, and left 
to expire amidſt the exquiſite Tortures of ſo 
leiſurely an Execution. In a Word, the Son of 
God voluntarily ſubmitted to all thoſe Suffer: 
ings and Indignities, which the Goſpels for 
this () Holy: wee repreſent to our View 
and, as they were ſubmitted to for our Sakes, 
ought to be the ſubject of our moſt ſerious 
Thoughts. But could he not have avoided 
| all this? Could he not, as he had often be- 
fore done, deliver himſelf from the Hands 
of his Enemies? He could indeed, but he 
would not. (7) He could have prayed unto his 
Father, and be would preſently have given him 
more than twelve Legions of Angels; but how 
then would the Scriptures | . been fulfilled, 

that ras. be? KT. 


Now He, bo bad bis Life in kis wy 13 
Diſpoſal, muſt ſurely deſign ſomething - _ 
in his Reply, to the Phariſees Queſtion, \ i 
the Words of the Text, than barely the * 
ſervation of it. And as it was uſual with him 
to turn every Incident” to the Advantage of 
others; ſo it may reaſonably. be preſumed, 


| he took. this Occafion to convey to che 2 0 72 


6 raten Weck. 00 Mas, i 5% a „ 
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4 an uſeful Leſſon they ſtood much in need of, 


concerning Obedience to the Rulers ſet over 


them. 


When our Lord entred on his Miniſtry 


the Jews had been for about an hundred Yea 
in Subjection to the Romans. This Subjefimn 


they were, on every Opportunity, ready to 
withdraw. For as their Laws came down frm 


Cod, they looked upon themſelves to be under 


his more immediate Government, and con. 


ſidered Rulers of their own Nation only tg 
be entitled to their Obedience, and all other 


Ufurpers. This Prejudice our Saviour's An- 
ſwer to the Phariſees ſeems chiefly intended to 


remove. He intimates in it, that they were 


indeed under the Government of God; and ſo 


they were under that of Cæſar too. That C.- 
dience was due to both; but to appear in df- | 
ferent Acts, ſuitable to the different Duties re- 

| ſpectively required by each. . Render 10 Gu, 


* the Things that are God's. For his Majeſty, 
* TIncomprehben/ibility and Power, render him a 


_ <<. moſt awful Fear and profound Reverence : For 
© his Wiſdom, Juſtice and Knowledge, render 

him Adoration, Wonder and Praiſe : For his | 
« Mercy and Goodneſs, render him Thankſgiving, 


“ Supplication and Love. To every moral At- 


« tribute, render Imitation ; to every Command, 
ks . Render to * the Things which 


— 
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« are Ceſar s. To his Perſon, render Honour; 
&« to his Authority, Reſpeft ; to his Cm, 
« ſo far as they contradict no Law of God, 
« Obedience; to his Government, a quiet and 
« peactablie Subjection; to all inferior Magiſ 


| « frates deriving their Authority from him, 


« Deference and Submiſſion according, to the 
Rant they ſuſtain: Pay likewiſe every legal 
« Tribute, as a Debt due for the Defence of 
« your Perſons and the Serurity of your Eſtates ; 
« for the Preſervation of the publick Tranquil- 
« lity, and the Protection of your Civil and 
Religious Rights. For tho? you have been 
* formerly under Rulers of God's more imme- 
« diate Appointment z you muſt be ſenſible, 
« that it now is, and has Jong been otherwiſe : 
„And give me leave to tell you, that the 
„ Time is near, when the Partition Wall be- 
« twixt you and the Gentile World will be bro- 
“ken down, and all Diſtinctions in this reſpe& 
* totally ceaſe. And therefore my Advice is, 
I that you would no more think of your fan- 
| « cied Theocracy, but ſubmit to the Rulers 
„whom God, in the ordinary Courſe of his 
* Providence, ſhall from time to time tt 85 
I 0 over you. 1 


This Aries had this? Jews. followed. it, 


might have prevented many of thoſe dreadful Dn” 


Z Colonies which after the Damen of their 
(i 


14 9 


Ciy and Temple, - the Dilute of their 
State and Polity, their fr equent Rebellions i in. 
volved them 1 in ; and alſo have ſecured to them 


the Benefits, which are the uſual . Atendan; 


and Rewards of a peaceablè and quiet Submiſſon 


to Government. But this leads to the next 
| Coplideration propoſed, Vie 


Secondly, The wh oe Ob ruin to, and 4h 


Pager * w Dur. 275 


wo 


Iii came e out of ts Hands of 115 ito | 


_ a reeſonable Creature, deſigned for a ſocial Life, 


furniſhed with every Power neceſſary to this 
End, and therefore under the ſtrong oft Obliga- 4 


lions to promote it. His on Intereſt; if it be 
truly conſidered, will engage him in it; ſince 


the Happineſs of each Member of Society, has 2 


cloſe Connection with, and Dependance upon that 


| ety without Government could not ſubſiſt; nor 
Government without Laus to reſtrain the 
Actions of Men, from over-leaping ' thoſe 

| Bounds of ſocial Duties, within which they had, 
by. mutuel Conſent, agreed to circumſcribe them. 
Laws themſelves would likewiſe be but :empty 
Sounds, unleſs ſome Men were inveſted with 
publict Authority ſufficient to force Obedience; 


where it would otherwiſe be refuſed. Theſe 
* enc s, chat one ſhould cammand, another 
obey; 


TY) 

obey; Men did not bring into the World origi- 
val with them. Nature made all equal, not 
honouring this with the reſpeBtable Enfigns of 
Royalty, nor debaſing that with the diſerateful 
Badges of Servitude. Theſe Diſtin#ions owe 
their Origin to other Cauſes than Nature; and 
had all Men lived by the Rules of right Reaſon, 
would never have been introduced at all. But 
the Hiſtory of Mankind, as high as we can 
trace it, ſhews how early Men deviated from 
thoſe Rules, how little Share Reaſon had in their 
Actions; but how large an one the Paſſions, 
| which had rebelliouſly dethroned Reaſon, and 
uſurped the Reins of Government into their own 
Hands. Under ſuch Self-unmanageaBle and ca- 
pricious Maſters, how inſecure muſt Property 
and even Life be? What Violence and Oppreſ- | 
| fon, what Ravage and "Deſolation muſt needs 
| ſpread among the human Species, let looſe to 
worry, like wild Beaſts, one another? To pre- 
vent theſe Evils, and to preſerve Mankind from 
becoming the moſt wretched Part of the Crea- 
tion, God was pleaſed to interweave into their 
very Nature a Diſpoſition for, and Deſire of 
Society. In Compliance with this natural 
Appetite, Men, as their Numbers increaſed, 
formed Societies, built Cities, founded Cale 
| monwealths, engaged for their mutual Support 
and Befcher; framed Laws, and appointed 
3 — Perſons, whom they judged moſt apes 

ta 


Ll 
* 1 1 — — 


| 8 viz. the Happineſs of the People, in 
the Securement of their Lives and Poſſeſſionz; 


For God, though the Author of Government 
in general, and therefore Man, in Obedience 


impoſed any particular Kind upon any People, 


Societies of the World, to ſet up what was moſt 
ſuitable to their own Genius and Circumſtances, 


and conducive to the general End of it, wiz, 
Public Good, . 


He found. Judea under the Government of the 


(6) 


to 2 the Execution of themes and in all 


Caſes to conſult ! "and. af? for the good of the 
whole: Which Perſons were nevertheleſs them. 


ſelves” ſubject to the ſtanding Laws. of the 80. 
ciety ; and though by Virtue. of ſuch delegate! 
Power, they became ſuperior to each Mey. 
5 they were yet inferior to the whole Boch of 

As this was the original Deſign of tem 


many Forms have been inſtituted, though not 
all with equal Wiſdom, or with equal Succeſ;, 


to him his Maker and Benefa#or, is under a 
general Obligation of ſubmitting to it, never 


excepting the /aelites; but left it to the ſeveral | 


Chriſt made no 10 Alteration in this Reſpet. ; 


Romans: This Government he ſubmitted to, 
and left it as he found it. When he told his 
Diſciples, that they mould (s) be brought 

before Kings and Rulers for his Sake he-is 0 
| 5 * Ma xili. * 1 e 


( 
tr from allowing them to diſpute the Autbo- 
rity, or to plead to the Juriſdictien of the 


| Courts they ſhould appear before, that he al- 


lows them not ſo much as to think before-hand 
of the Defence they ſhould make, 


His Followers preſs the Doctrine of Sub- 
miſtan to Rulers, without enquiring vrhether 
they were Jews or Gentiles, or examining into 
the Titles by which they governed. They had 


no Notion of that vice Diſtinction of a King 


de Jure, and a King de Fatto; nor how a 


Subject could, without Perjury, ſwear Allegiante 


to one Perſon, and maintain it to be due to, 


and reſerve it for another; and ſo by the ſacred 


Soemaity of an Oath, bind himſelf to ſupport 
that very Government, he held himſelf in Con- 


ſcience obliged to labour the Subverſion of. 


St. Paul's Injunction is without referve.—(t) 
Let every Soul be ſubject to the higher Pecvers.— 


Render to all their Dues: Tribute to whom Tri- 


bute is due, Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom, Fear to 


«whom Fear, Honour to whom Honour. (u) Put 


them in Mind to be ſubje& to Principalities 


and Powers, and to obey Magiſtrates, St. 


Peter 1s as expreſs— (w) Submit yourſerves to 


every Ordinance of Man, whether it be to the 


(.) Rom. xiil. 1, 7. (i) Tit. ii 1. (wv) 1 Pet. 


ü. 13, 14. 


. King 


* 


483 © 
Ring as Supreme, or unto Governors ſent by lin, 
The Reaſon both join in; becauſe Government 


is the Ordinance, and Submiſſion to it, the 
of God. 5 


When theſe Apoſtles wrote, Nero was Ma 
ſer of the World. To Fim therefore, and t 
Magiſtrates acting by his Authority, Submil. 
ſion was required. But this does not con. 
_ clude, that every fature Prince muft be un 

_ abſolute Monarch, and the People Slaves; eve. | 
ry future Ruler a Beaſt of Prey, and his Sub. 
jects Beaſts of Burden. On the Diſſolution df 
the Remen Empire, various Forms of Govem— 
ment were erected by the Conquerors, in the 


different Provinces diſmembered from it. And 


as the Apoſtles Injunctions were for genera 
and perpetual Uſe; ſo to anſwer this End, the 
Words they are conveyed in, muſt be taken 
in a general Senſe: They muſt be underſtood, 
not as determining zhis or that Form only to 
be the Higher Powers; but as requiring every 
People's Submiſſion to the particular Form 
eſtabliſhed in their own reſpective Countries 


And this Form, whatever it is, will be to them 
EO hong ws Powers. 5 


Submiſſion ban chus e contra: 
Reſiſtance is implicly as firongly . 


Bu 


AS}: 
But this muſt be underſtood, not of Reſiſtance 


in general; of Reſiſtance without Exception; 
but of Reſiſtance againſt Eſtabliſpment, againſt 
the Higher Powers, by whatever Names they 


may be called. To reſiſt legal Government is 


condemned, and the Penalty, (x) Damnation. 
But to reſiſt /awleſs Power falls not within the 
Prohibition, contracts 10 Guilt, incurs 20 
Penalty. To oppoſe Arbitrary. Will in an 


abſolute Monarchy, is Refſtance forbidden. 


And fo in a limited Monarchy, where the Sub- 
jets Rights and Liberties, and the Sovereign's 
Prerogative are determined by Laws made with 


| the mutual Conſent of Both: To oppoſe the 


Prince who owes his Title to Law, and go- 
verns by itz to oppoſe likewiſe Magiſtrates or 
Officers acting by. his Commiſſion—to inſult 


their Perſons — to contemn their Authority— 
to diſobey their legal Orders, is Refiſtance in 


the Apoſtles Senſe, and every Act Rebellion. 


Songs and Healths and Expreſſions alſo tending 
to defame the Perſon of the Sovereign, or to 


weaken his Government, or to raiſe and keep 
up Diſaffection among the People, is Refſtance 
in a lower Degree. And although they may 
be ſo cautiouſly worded, as to elude the Force 


of the Laws in Being, yet thoſe who uſe them 


with ſuch Intention, are to be ranked with thoſe 


5 (x) Rom. xii. * 
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who: 27 be Ordinance of God. For between 
intending ill, and doing ill, there is no other 
Difference than want of Power and Ability, 


If, in ſuch limited Monarchy, - the Prin 
himſelf ſhould: over-leap the Bounds which the 
Laws have ſet to his Power: If he ſhould make 
free with the Lives, invade the Properties, and 
trample on the civil and religious Liberties of 
the People: If, in ſhort, he ſhould labour to 
pull down Law, and on the Ruins of it to ere 
his own Will; the Prince himſelf may, and not 
improperly neither, be ſaid, in the Apoſil?'s 
Senſe, to | reſiſt the Higher Powers, In fuch 
Caſe the Law of Self Preſervation, as much a 
Law of God as any whatever, will juſtify Re. 
fiſtance on the People's Side. It may be made 
with Juſtice and with Honour. This Principl: 
was the Foundation of the Revolution; and up- 
on this Principle only is the Engliſh Liberty to be 
ſupported. And e proceed We 


| - Thirdly, to Koba the ch Obligetin; 
which we of this Nation are under to a quiet 
and peaceable Submiſſion to Government. But 
as this ariſes from, ſo it will beſt appear by 
ſhewing, the Excellency of that E Fe orm x which u we 
ourſelves tive under, | 20 . 


1 


18 


The Engliſb, like the old Spartan Conſtitu- 
tion, is a Government by Zatos, and not by 
Mer; whoſe Commands, farther than they are 
warranted by Law, need not; if contrary to 
Lato, muſt not be obeyed. It is in its Nature 


moſt conducive to the Happineſs of the Sove- 
ſo wiſely achuſted, and ſo ſtrongly ſecured, 
vided betwizt them, that it is for their mutual 
Intereſt to attempt no Alteration. © To ſerve 
one at the Expence of the other, would be (to 


ſay no worrey Ko ps Loyalty, or "Ns Fa- 
triotifin My 


The Crown is neither abſulutel elefiive, nor 


Heir legally qualified ſucceeds: to it without 


on the one Hand, from the Confuſions and 


to make his Subjects happy; and is himſelf 


Power of no earthly. Creature | but Man 


the moſt durable of any, and in its Efefts the 
reign, and the Sudjef?, The Rights of both are 


and the Power of Government ſo equitably di- 


uhalterably and indefeaſibly hereditary. But the 


Diſpute, and wears it undiſturbed, whilſt he 
governs by thoſe Lawe, which ſet it on his 
Head. By this wiſe Proviſion we are ſecured, 


Bloodſhed of popular Elections; and on the 
other, from a ſtill greater Evil, Tyranny. and 
arbitrary Power, A King of Englond is enabled 


allo happy, in an Inabiliiy of making them 
otherwiſe, The Power of doing Sade is * 3 


. 
Actually to-do good, according to their high | 
Station, is the true Greatneſs of Princes. Fox 
by this they are advanced to the neareſt pof. 
ſible. Reſemblance and Imitation of Him, who 
is (y) Lord of Lords and King of Kings, and 
whoſe ſtill more amiable Character it is, (z) 


0 be good, and to do good. 


Our Laws have their Foundation in Reaſoy, 
and are made with the Conſent of Prince and 
People : They are the Fences of their reſpec- 
tive Rights, and when once made, can never 
after, without the ſame Conſent, be repealed or 


| ſuf pended. Liberty is the Engliſhman's Birth. 


right. He is ſafe in his Perſon, and uncon- 


troulable in his Actions, ſo far as they are legal. 


He his at full Liberty to do what he pleaſes, 
provided what he is pleaſed: to do, is fit and 


reaſonable to be done. And he, who is not 


content with this Liberty, neither knows what 


Liberty is, nor is hea Friend to it. He miſtakes Y 
Inſolence and Licenciouſneſs for Liberty, without 
_ conſidering that they lead to the Ruin of it. 
The bigheſt amongſt us has no Power over the 
Life, or Limb or Liberty of the loweſt. Even 
the moſt notorious Offender muſt have an open 
Trial, be confronted by his Accuſers, and 
judged by his Peers. So that the moſt guilty 
{ſuch is the Gentleneſs of the Engliſo Laws) 


* {94 1 Tim. vi. 15. . (Pf. cr: 68. © 
\ [Vn „ 


(23) 
may ſooner eſcape Puniſhment,” than an Inno- 
cent Man ſuffer. And would Men only make 
the Laws the Rule of their Actions, they need 
never fear the Severity of them: Juſtice would 
be lame as well as blind, and the Neceſſity of 
theſe ſolemn Aſſemblies be ſuperſeded. Our Pro- 
erties are as ſafe as our Perſons. Taxes are 
neceſſary for the Support of Government; and 
therefore *tis but reaſonable, that each Man, 
according to his Abilities, ſhould bear his Pro- 
portion. And yet theſe Taxes, are no other 
than a ſmall Share of our Subſtance, which 
we charge ourſelves with, to enable the Govern- 
ment to protect us in the undiſturbed Enjoy- 
ment of the reſt. If one Man ſhould invade 
the Property of another; ; the Law is ready to 
right the injured, and will compel the Offend- 
er to make Reparation. No Engliſhman can: 
be deprived of his Property, or any Part of 
it, without a legal Cauſe of Forfeiture. And 
if by his own Miſconduct, he ſhould forfeir it, 
yet even then, no Power leſs than chat of the 
Law, can take it bir him. 1 anon 1 2 


There | is one thing which will ſerve to en- 
dear ſtill more to us this Government, and en- 
creaſe our Obligation of ſubmitting to it: It 
guards our ſpiritual Liberties. The Religion 
eſtabliſhed among us is a rational Religion; 
worthy a God of Righteouſneſs to give, and 


(24) 


Man. as a reaſonable and moral Agent to fe. 
ceive. The Church of England is a pure 
Church, and reformed from all the Dregs of 
Superſtition. The Word of God is the Rule 
of Faith and Practice to her Members. It i 
her peculiar Glory to reject all piritual Tyromy, 
leaving to God the Dominion over Men's Con- 
ſciences, and to all Men to judge for them. 
ſelves, what God expects from them, and by 
what means they may beſt promote their own 
Salvation. Different Modes of Worſhip are 
allowed, provided they are conſiſtent with our 
Civil Conſtitution, and tend not to the Diſtur- 
bance of public Peace. And even that Churth, 
whoſe: Defrrines and Principles have that fatal 
Tendency inſeparable. from them, tho? not in- 
deed tolerated by Law, is yet connived at, and 
favoured with an Indulgence almoſt equal to 
a legal Toleration. So tender is the EI 
Government to * amen 


Tr to 8 the e Bleſſings to 
- ourſelves, and to perpetuate: them to our Pol: 
terity, and ſo make thoſe, who are yet unborn 
_ a happy People; the Legiſſature has - ſettled the 
Entail of the Crown on Proteſtant Heirs : Be- 
_ cauſe. Papiſts are by very Principle Enemies to 

both our Cir?) and Religious Rights. Whoever 
therefore can attempt, or even wiſh' the Sub- 
verſion of io excellent 2 Conſtitution, in Fa- 

Es vour 


625) 


vour of an abjur d Popiſh Pretender; can never 
without a Bluſh (unleſs the Blood has entirely 
loft its way from the Heart to the Face) call 


himſelf a Friend to Britain. For ſhould a Pa- 


pift ever aſcend the Britiſp Throne; Popery and 
Tyranny, with their inſeparable Companions, 


| Superſtition and Poverty, Slavery and Perſecu- 


nion, would not be long after him. From what 


has been ſaid; Let us er, 


Nr, what an immenſe Debt of Thankfolnefe 
ve owe to God, for placing us under a Government, 


where we enjoy ſo much Liberty, and ſo much 
| Happineſs. This Debt we muſt labour to Diſ- 
charge by an unreſerved Obedience to his Laws. 


We muſt make His Word the Rule of our Con- 


duct, doing whatever that tells us is pleaſing 


| to him, and moſt religiouſly abſtaining from 
ev'ry thing that is otherwiſe. Upon the Diſ- 
charge of this Duty, even Social Happineſs 
depends, For no one; char is rior firſt a good 


Man, will be either a good Neighbour or a good 
Subject. For He, who makes 10 Conſcience of 


violating the Laws of God, will no farther 
than Fear of preſent Puniſhment obliges him 
to it, pay Obedience to the Laws of the Land. 
But if we are dutiful and obedient Subjects 


* FE * oh Heaven ; we full, 


E is 1 Secondly, 


* | 


( 26 7. 


Secondly, be autilul and c Subjea 
to Him, who under God is our King, on Earth, 
We ſhall bear that true and faithful Allegiance 
to his Majeſty King GEORGE, which we 
all owe him for the Bleſſings we enjoy under 
him, and moſt of us have ſworn to him. We 
ſhall conſider him as the Miniſter of God to 
us for good, and therefore ſhall obey him in 
all things lawful, (2) not only for Wrath, bu 
for Conſcience Satte. For the ſame Scripture 
that commands us to (5) fear God, commands us 
_ likewiſe to Honour the King, This Honour the 
Equity and Mildneſs of his Government—Hiz 
unwearied Pains for the Public Good—His iu. 
Diolable Obſervance of the Laws His true Zed 
for the Proteſtant Religion, and the Church 
of England, entitled him to, and will not fail 
of recciving, from every Friend of Truth and 
Liberty. We ſhall not vilify his Perſon nor 
Femily ; nor calumniate his Adminiſtratian; nor 
powell every Error into à Grievance; nor con- 
ſtrue every Miſcarriage i into a de, Sued Iniquity. 
Errors and MI carriages. are inſeparable from 
Government, as well as from other things. ö 
Perfection belongs not. to human Inſtitutions, 
nor Infallibility to human Counſels. The lou- 
_ deſt Clamourers are often found to be the moſt, 
unreaſonable Men ; they find it hard to govern 


e Rom. Wii. 5 0) Pet. ii. 17. 


(27) 

a ſingle Family conſiſting but of few Perſons ; 
and yet would perſuade you, that *tis the eafeeſt 
thing in the World to On a EK of many 
MER" | | 


1 as it has bel Ge to tar Peace 
to us both at home and abroad: Let us con- 
der, that we cannot better teſtify our Senſe 
of this Bleſſing, than by endeavouring to pro- 
mote Unity among - ourſelves. Our Divife ons 
had by Degrees led us to the Brink of Ruin, 
from which the undeſerved Mercy of God ſa- 
ved us. We had been long at «unnatural va- 
riance among ourſelves. Every one pretended 
a vehement Zeal and Love for his Country, 
but en: ertained at the ſame time a violent Hatred 
againſt every other, that differed from him 
in the Manner of ſerving it. There was but 
one Way of doing this with Succeſs, and that, 
to be ſure, was his own, From thence ſprung 
up thoſe invidious Names and Diſtin&ions, 
which opened that Breach, at which entred the 
Miſeries we have ſeverely felt, to. the no ſmall 
Diverſion of our. Enemies, Who but too well 
knew, how to improve by our Follies. Let 
long and ſenſible Experience at length teach 
us Wiſdom, before it be too late to learn it. 
And to fruſtrate all their future Deſigns a- 
gainſt us; let us conſcientiouſly fear God and 
Honour the King—render unto Ceſar, the things 
Which 
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which are Cæſars; and unto Gad, the thn | 
that ars Ged's—xetain the higheſt Value a 

for the Rz&voLvT1oN, to which we 
are indebted for more and greater Happinek, 
than any People on Earth beſides are acquaint. 
ed with—honour the Memory of our illuſtrios 
Benefafor King WILLIAM, and of all thoſe 
true PATRIOTS who laboured with him in 
that glorious Work — be ſteady and immoye. 
able in the Principles it was founded upon—in 
| a Word—Let us, as with one Heart, unite 
nn che Service of God, our Ning and County, 
| and then (c) the Enemy ſball nat exact upon u,, 
nor the Son of Wickedneſs afflift us: God wil 
beat down our Foes. before our Face, and plague 
| them that bate us. But his Faithfulneſs and his 
A Mercy fhall be with us; and in his Nn ful 
4 bur Horn be oxalted.. 
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